ANNEXATION   OF   PEGU   (1826-1855)             117
years later.1 For the first time in the long unhappy histoiy of
British diplomatic relations with Ava a British envoy was
received by a Burmese king with the charming hospitality and
friendliness that is so natural to the Burman, notwithstanding,
in those days, his innate suspicion of the foreigner. The chief
credit for this must go to Mindon personally. In these early
years he cherished the quixotic hope that if only the British
could be brought to realize how true a friend he could be, they
would voluntarily surrender Pegu.
In one sense the mission was a failure. In spite of long
private talks with the king, Phayre was unable to persuade him
to sign even a general treaty of peace, making no allusion
whatever to the loss of territory. But Lord Dalhousie expressed
himself fully satisfied with the results of the mission.
"From its first entrance into Burmese waters until its
return to our frontier" [he wrote], "the Mission was treated
with the highest distinction and with the utmost hospitality
and liberality . . . and I desire to record my firm con-
viction that peace with Burma is to the full as secure as
any written treaty could have made it."
His estimate was a true one. It has only to be recalled that
the Crimean War was in progress when this entente was
developing. The Armenian community at Amarapoora was at
the time busily engaged in spreading rumours that English rule
in India was 'finished* and that a great Russian invasion of
India was about to be launched. But neither then nor later,
when the British were seriously embarrassed by the Indian
Mutiny, did Mindon Min attempt to make profit out of the
situation. "We do not strike a friend when he is in distress," he
is reported to have replied to the advisers, who urged him to
invade Pegu, when it was learnt that the British garrison there
was depleted through having to send reinforcements to India.
That reply is the measure not only of Mindon's statesmanship,
but also of the understanding and good sense shown by Arthur
Phayre and Thomas Spears in their handling of a very delicate
situation.
1 Yule, Sir H. A Narrative of the Mission sent by the Governor-General of India
to the Court of Ava in 1855, London, 1858.